PACKIN THE NEWS

BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA

President’s Rant

Summer is here
and the packing is won-
derful. ( For Linda that
is.) I’ve been on the side
lines healing but soon
will return to haunt all of
you.

The big deal that
we need to be working
on is our next pack trip.
It is to Jordon Hot
Springs which is an ideal
site if you are new to this
game. It is an easy trail
but far enough into the
Backcountry to get you
away from most every-
one. The site has two
pastures one public the
other Government (never
used?) has running hot
and cold water plus
enough graze so you do
not need to haul feed. If
interested fill out the
flyer in this newsletter
and get it to me your
fearless trail boss for this
event. You're probably
wondering about the run-
ning hot and cold wa-
ter?? Well there are
natural hot springs that
folks have dammed off
into pools. Top pool
will take your skin off
the next one is quite
pleasant and the last will
freeze you out as it
matches the Kern snow
melt stream for tempera-

ture. There is an arte-
sian well inside the
Jordon Hot Springs
historic area that is
always cool and deli-
cious. Yes, you could
get spoiled here!

As alead-up to
the pack trip we have
camping with your
horse in a primitive
setting. This is a pre-
liminary step to pack-
ing. Yes, you should
be able to go to an area
without stalls and
camp with your large 4
legers. The spot is
past the Heartbar
group camp sites fur-
ther down the road
you’ll see the yellow
post sites. It is first
come first served but
seldom have we seen it
anywhere near full.
The days are not as hot
as the valley so it is
welcome relief plus it
isn’t on a real busy
summer weekend. So
come on out and we’ll
show you how to high-
line and have fun with
your horses. There is
no water at the sight
but it is available just
down the road at the
group site. The site
manager said we are

always welcome to
have the water.

September
could prove to be a
very busy month but
nothing in concrete
yet. Watch this
newsletter for break-
ing events!

October’s ride
is up in the air which
means my brain went
dry. If you have any
druthers or a new spot
or whatever let me
know soonest
please!!!

November is
our annual pilgrimage
to the Anza-Borrego
State Park for our
clear the willows rou-
tine. Hopefully the
California budget will

be resolved so that all  py,,rs

State parks are not
closed. Anyway
more to come on this
event stay tuned.

If you are de-
siring to help out on
the PCT see page 5
for the work parties
and scheduled events.
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Minutes for
June 11, 2

Meeting called to order at
7:08pm June 11 at Coco’s restau-
rant by Terry Haider. President
was absent due to College Gradua-
tion.

Treasurer's report was given
and accepted. Minutes from last
meeting were accepted. No other
correspondence with the unit was
reported.

Bills were submitted for in-
surance, trail trials and treasure
hunt. All were motioned and ac-
cepted to be paid.

Education Day in Septem-
ber is being planned and spear
headed by Terry Haider. No date
yet but the Pumpkin Patch has been
made available for our use once
again. The program will be similar
to last year’s which was a joint
event between our unit and Red-
shank Rider unit.

Terry reported on our unit's
pack support for the PCTA work
parties in Mission Creek area dur-
ing April 9-16th.

Our next event which is the
pre-packing trial of camping with
your horses in a primitive area will
be July 10-12. Any questions or
information needed call Chip.

August pack trip will be to
Jordon Hot Springs the second
week of August. Please see flyer in
this newsletter to reserve your spot.

Dennis reported on the Dry
Lake day ride and camp out. Trail

009 Meet i at

ng

Pete reported on the new
join-up slip on the State web site
that now includes a method to
support the 501C3 Education
fund when you renew your
membership. He also discussed
the new Wilderness Riders and
the completion of the most re-
cent class.

is mountainous so your critters
need to be in shape. You may
need Adventure Passes too.
Dry Lake is a beautiful ride in
the San Bernardino’s. Staging
will be out of East Jenk’s Lake
campground.

Quite a bit of discussion
concerning LA County Fair in
Pomona ensued. Terry Haider
will coordinate with the Forest
service and BLM who are our
hosts for this event.

Meeting adjourned at
8:55PM.

The Boy scout/Girl
scout Camporee will be held in
Glen Helen once again but there
1s quite a bit of discussion as to
whether the Girl’s will partici-
pate this year.
They have
been the driv-
ing force be-
hind our par-
ticipation for
their merit
badges for the
Girl’s to interface with horses/
mules but none for the Boy
scouts. We’ll keep an ear to the
ground to see how this turns
out. We have participated for
the last three years in this event.

State has a new Web Site
www. BCHCalifornia.org

Old web site is gone!!

Equine Affaire in
Pomona is adding something
new for next year which is a
trail riding arena finally recog-
nizing that not all people in So-
Cal ride only in arenas. Linda
will be leading the charge on
this one once again.
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Calendar of Rides for 2009 (Tentative please!)

June 57 National Trails Day at  party

Fobes Ranch Dec 5Christmas Party
July 10-12 Heart Bar Camp out &
day rides

Aug 9-15Pack Trip to Jordon Hot
Springs

Sep 1820 Dry Lake Day ride
from East Jenks Lake.

Education day no date yet

Oct State Board meeting. Ride is
open for October

Nov 1215 Anza Borrego Work

As you can tell from the above schedule there are some holes. We need your input to fill them.
Ride Details or as much as we know right now!
July 12-13 Heart Bar campout. Once again we will be staying in the primitive area and riding from there.
Some possible rides and ideas for October that were proposed are: Live Oak Springs overnight camp out, a

beach ride, Caspers park camp out and ride or Deep Creek from the Hesperia Equestrian Camp. Any more???
Let me know.
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Jordon Hot Springs

Jordon Hot Springs Reservation Form

As a new packer this trip is absolutely one of the best destinations you could possibly
want in the beautiful Golden Trout Wilderness. You trail head out of Black Rock Station and
ride almost all the way down hill to Jordon on an excellent trail. It is a 4 hour pleasant ride in
a very beautiful historic setting.

If you are new to packing and would like some of us old hands to help you or if you’re
inexperienced and want to give it a shot please let me know below so we can plan this all out.
The planning entails letting you know the menus, the times and places plus directions to the
trail head etc. We have everyone participate as an independent group thus if someone needs to
leave they can without messing the entire group up. What is shared are the cooking stuff such
as pots/pans/etc but you bring all the rest for yourselves. The menus are shared but that does-
n’t mean that is all there is to eat. Don’t worry you will not starve! Neither will the horses/
mules as the public pasture is almost always deep in grass with lots of water. As far as horse
feed all you need 1s the grain buckets to get their attention so that they will be there to carry
you home.

The dates are Sunday August 9th arrive at the trail head. Depart for Jordon Monday the
10th and return to trail head the 15th.

You can overnight at the trail head with very nice paddocks but water at the trail head is
sometimes iffy so bring enough for you and your critters.

NAME:

Number in party:

How many horses/mules:

Experience packing/camping:

Phone Number:

Email:

Mail to: BCHC, PO Box 535, Beaumont CA 92223

For more info: Chip or Linda 951-769-3781, chryvchip@msn.com
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PCTA Events
Three rock work shops dates:
Sept 9-13
Sept 17-20
Sept 24-27

These will be help in the San Jacintos Black Rock Mountain road (near the infamous Fuller
Ridge). If you got a large rock that you need moved, made smaller or just split you cannot
match these classes. They are taught by experienced rock masons. All tools and supplies will
be provided by SCA crews but they will need pack support for resupply.

PCTA 09-3 Sept 29— Oct 7 Mission Creek. NWSA Americorp crew needs pack support to re-
pair flood damage in Mission Creek.

PCTA 09-102 Oct 3rd & Nov 14 Mormon Rock Fire Station catch up work party.
PCTA 09-4 Oct 12-19 Deep Creek in San Bernardino's with the Americorp work crews.
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